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THE  HEALTH  OF  STANDISH. 


The  annual  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
presented  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Standish  District 
Council,  is  as  follows  : — “  Standish,  February  1st, 
1897.  To  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Standish- 
with-Langtree  Urban  District  Council.  Gentlemen, 
— The  time  has  arrived  when  it  again  becomes  my 
duty,  as  well  as  my  pleasure,  to  lay  before  you  a 
report,  dealing  with  the  health  and  matters  affecting 
the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  your  township  during 
the  year  which  has  just,  drawn  to  a  close.  An  annual 
report,  dealing,  as  it  does,  largely  with  statistics,  is 
regarded  by  many  as  rather  dry  reading  ;  would  that 
it  were  not  so  !  but  when  we  consider  that  the  matters 
dealt  with  closely  concern  each  one  of  us,  surely  it  may 
fairly  be  urged  that  it  has  a  personal  and  even  vital 
interest  to  every  one  of  the  dwellers  in  this  district. 
The  vit-  1  statistics  for  the  year  are  as  follows  : — 


Estimated  population  to  middle  of  1896  . 5,900 

Total  deaths  registered .  101 

Total  births  registered .  209 

Number  of  deaths  due  to  zymotic  disease  .  6 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  .  35-4 

Death  rate  per  1,000 . 17T1 

Death  rate  from  zymotic  disease  per  1,000  .  l'Ol 

Proportion  of  deaths  in  infants  under  one  year 
of  age  to  1,000  births . 172'24 


— For  easy  comparison,  and  in  order  that  these  figures 
may  speak  to  us  more  plainly,  I  have  arranged  them  in 
tabular  form  with  the  corresponding  figures  for  the 


years  1894  and  1895  : — 

1894. 

1895. 

1896. 

Estimated  population  . 

5,716. 

..5,850. 

..  5,900 

Registered  births . 

229.. 

.  258.. 

..  209 

Registered  deaths  . 

136.. 

.  120.. 

100 

■pirt.b  rate  tier  1,000 . 

401.. 

..  441., 

..  35-4 

Deatli  rate  per  1,000  . 

23'?. 

..  zero. 

..  17-11 

Zymotic  rate  [deaths)  . 

419. 

..  2'05. 

..  I'Ol 

Deaths  under  1  yr.  to  1,000  births 

209.. 

,.1551. 

..172-24 

Deaths  under  5  years  of  age  . 

82.. 

..  61. 

..  50 

Deaths  over  5  years  of  age . 

54.. 

.  59  . 

51 

— From  a  consideration  of  these  figures,  we  see  that 
there  has  been  a  steady  decrease  in  all  the  rates  which 
make  up  the  vital  statistics,  with  the  single  exception 
of  the  rate  pertaining  to  deaths  in  infants  under  one 
year  of  age.  This  is  larger  than  for  the  year  1895, 
though  less  than  that  for  1894.  On  referring  further 
to  the  table,  we  find  that,  though  the  deaths  under  1  year 
of  age  are  more  numerous,  the  deaths  under  five  years 
of  age  are  less  in  number,  so  that  the  deaths  at  the 
ages  of  2,  3,  and  4  years  must  have  been  less  numerous 
during  the  past  year.  Though  there  is  some  small 
satisfaction  in  regarding  the  fact  in  this  light,  the  fact 
remains  that  this  item  of  our  vital  statistics  is  far  from 
satisfactory,  and  much  remains  to  be  done  by  way  of 
improved  sanitary  conditions,  greater  personal  cleanli¬ 
ness,  and  improved  knowledge  as  to  the  proper  care 
and  feeding  of  infants,  on  the  part  of  those  who  have 
the  nursing  of  them,  but  I  fear  it  must  be  confessed 
that  some  potent  factors  which  are  at  work  in  creating 
infantile  mortalities,  though  well  known  to  the  sani¬ 
tarian,  are  almost  utterly  beyond  his  control.  On 
analysing  the  cause  of  the  thirty-six  deaths  in  infants 
under  one  year  of  age,  ten  were  ascribed  to  prematurity 
of  birth  and  debility  from  birth,  while  fourteen  died  as 
the  result  of  affections  of  the  respiratory  organs,  the 
remaining  twelve  dying  of  various  other  causes.  No 
serious  epidemic  has  visited  the  district  during  the 
year,  but  cases  of  zymotic  disease  have  continued  to 
make  their  appearance  in  different  parts  of  the  locality. 
The  number  of  eases  of  infectious  disease,  and  the 
months  in  which  they  occurred  are  shown  in  the 
following  table  : — 

Enteric  Puerperal  Contd  Scarlet  Croup  4  Cases 

Ferer.  Erysip.  Fever.  Fever.  Fever.  Dipth.  Notified. (Dth. 
January. ,.  0  ...  I  ...  0  ...  0  ...  0  ...  1  ...  2  ...  0 

February  5  ...  3  ...  0  ...  2  ...  0-  ...  0  ...  10  ...  0 

March  ...  2  ...  0  ...  0  ...  0  ...  3  ...  1  ...  6  ...  1 

April  .  0  ...  2  ...  0  ...  3  ...  2  ...  2  ...  9  ...  0 

May  . 0  ...  1  ...  0  ...  0  ...  2  ...  0  ...  3  ...  0 

June  .  0  ...  0  ...  0  ...  0  ...  0  ...  1  ...  2  ...  0 

July  .  0  ...  0  ...  0  ...  0  ...  1  ...  0  ...  1  ...  0 

August ...  5  ...  1  ...  0  ...  0  ...  2  ...  0  ...  8  ...  1 

Septem...  0  ...  1  ...  1  ...  0  ...  -3  ...  0  ...  5  ...  1 

October...  2  ...  1  ...  0  ...  0  ...  1  ...  0  ...  4  ...  2 

Novem....  3  ...  0  ...  0  ...  4  ...  1  ...  0  ...  8  ...  1 

Decern....  5  ...  0  ...  0  ...  3  ...  0  ...  3  ...  11  ...  0 

22  ...  10  ...  1  ...  12  ...  15  ...  8  ...  69  ...  6 

— From  this  we  see  that  cases  of  enteric  fever  have 
appeared  during  six  of  the  twelve  months,  and  also 
that  cases  of  continued  fever  seemed  to  keep  company 
with  enteric  fever.  Scarlet  fever  was  notified  in  the 
district  each  month,  with  the  exception  of  January, 
February,  June,  and  December.  In  order  to  better 
understand  the  distribution  of  infectious  disease,  I 
have  drawn  up  a  table  showing  the  number  of  cases  in 
each  part  of  the  township.  That  portion  of  the  district 
which  is  not  included  in  the  town  of  Standish  or  the 
hamlet  of  Lower  Ground,  I  have  termed  “rural.” 
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An  examination  of  this  tabulated  statement  reveals 
the  fact  that  the  district  of  Preston-road,  James- 
square,  and  Moors-lane  contributed  about  50  ppr  cent, 
of  th^  total  cases  of  infectious  disease,  and  also  that 
this  neighbourhood  has  bad  as  residents  10  of  the  22 
patients  affected  with  enteric  fever.  Some  time  ago 
the  Nuisance  Inspector  and  myself  made  several  tests 
of  the  sewers  of  this  quarter,  with  a  view  to  testing  the 
freeness  of  flow  through  them,  the  efficiency  of  the  traps 
and  ventilators,  and  we  found  all  these  points  satis¬ 
factory,  whilst  the  ashpits,  privies,  and  backyards  are 
amongst  the  best  constructed  and  cleanest  in  the 
village.  The  water  supply  is  unimpeachable,  and  the 
dealers  in  milk  all  have  the  town’s  water,  with  which 
to  wash  their  cans  and  utensils.  Scarlet  fever  has  not 
selected  any  particular  portion  of  the  district,  hut  has 
been  pretty  evenly  distributed.  If  we  divide  the 
distrct  into  three  parts,  viz.: — Standish  town,  the  ham¬ 
let  of  Lower  Ground,  and  the  remaining  or  rural 
portion  of  the  district,  we  find  the  contrast 
between  the  contributions  of  each  district  to  the 
roll  of  infectious  disease  is  very  striking.  From 
this  we  see  that  Lower  Ground,  whilst  contributing 
about  one-sixth  of  the  total  population,  only  contributes 
about  one-eleventh  of  the  infectious  disease  which 
has  visited  the  township.  The  rural  portion  of  the 
district  is  responsible  for  more  zymotic  disease  than  one 
might  reasonably'  expect.  The  house  accommodation 
is  good,  and  the  more  recently  erected  property  is  sani¬ 
tarily  in  good  condition,  most  of  the  sanitary  defects 
are  on  the  old  property,  but  much  has  been  done  to 
put  these  in  fairly  good  condition.  The  water,  which 
is  obtained  from  the  Rivington  reservoirs,  belonging 
to  the  Liverpool  Corporation,  is  very  soft  and  of  ex¬ 
cellent  quality  generally.  The  sewers  are  well  laid  and 
ventilated.  The  sewage  is  disposed  of  on  the  Council’s 
Sewage  Farm  of  42  acres  in  extent  by  the  process 
known  as  irrigation-  The  sewage  after  being  passed 
some  five  times  through  the  land,  is  finally  further 
purified  by  being  passed  through  a  filter  bed  of  coke 
breeze,  of  which  three  have  been  made,  as  much  recom¬ 
mended  by  Mr.  Dibdin,tbechemist  of  the  Loudon  County 
Council,  and  the  improved  efficiency  which  has  recently 
beeu  obtained  quite  justify  the  council’s  adoption  of 
them.  Since  the  coke  breeze  filters  have  beeu  in  use, 
there  has  been  a  steady  improvement  in  the  effluents, 
and  the  council  have  good  reason  to  hope  that  when  they 
have  completed  the  system  sanctioned  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  for  turning  the  storm  waters  of  the 
town  into  other  channels,  the  total  volume  of  liquid  to 
be  dealt  on  the  Sewage  Farm  will  be  so  materially 
lessened  that  they  will  be  able  to  maintain  a  standard 
of  purification  satisfactory  to  themselves  and  to  the 
Babble  Joint  Committee.  The  scheme  undertaken  by 
the  council  for  the  sewage  of  Lower  Ground  and  its 
connection  with  the  Wigan  and  Parbold  conduit  are 
now  completed  and  the  houses  of  the  district  have, 
with  three  exceptions,  been  connected  with  the  main 
sewer.  The  bakehouses,  slaughter-houses,  dairies,  and 
cowsheds  have  all  been  inspected,  and  are  clean  and 
well  kept.  Nocturnal  visits  have  been  made  to  lodging- 
houses.  They  were  found  well  kept,  and  in  all  cases 
the  number  of  inmates  was  less  th  an  the  number 
allowed  on  the  register.  No  prosecutions  have  been 
undertaken  under  the  Foods  and  Drugs  Act,  nor  has 
been  necessary  to  seize  any  food  as  being  unfit  for 
human  consumption.  The  isolation  hospital  which  the 
council  equipped  for  cases  of  small-pox  is  still  main¬ 
tained  as  a  permanent  institution,  and  is  clean  and 
well-aired,  and  ready,  if  necessary,  for  immediate  occu¬ 
pation.  The  nuisances  complained  of  numbered  102, 
of  these  73  have  been  abated,  16  are  in  course  of  abate¬ 
ment,  and  13  are  still  uncomplied  with.  The  removal 
of  the  night  soil  is  carried  out  by  contract,  and  is 
efficiently  done.  Disinfectants  are  supplied  by  the 
council,  and  are  freely  used  after  the  emptying  of  the 
ashpits,  and  the  area  of  the  temporary  deposit  in  the 
highway  is  well  swept,  and  disinfecting  powder  freely 
used.  Disinfectants  are  supplied  by  the  council  free 
of  charge  in  all  casps  of  infectious  disease,  and  the 
process  of  fumigation  by  sulphur  is  carried  out  by  the 
officers  of  the  council  in  an  efficient  manner.  I  made 
a  special  to  the  council  during  the  year  dealing  with 
the  question  of  the  efficiency  of  the  methods  adopted 
by  the  officers  of  the  council  for  the  prevention  of  the 
extension  of  infectious  disease,  and  showed  that  the 
methods  adopted,  and  the  modes  of  carrying  them  out 
were  satisfactory.  J.  H.  Wilson,  M.D.,  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  Township  of  Standish-with- 
Langtree." 


